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The Board of Education of the Wood-Ridge School District will be presenting a bond referendum to 

Wood-Ridge voters on September 30, 2014 seeking authorization to undertake improvements at the 

schools.  This fact sheet presents information about the capital improvements sought by this 

referendum and addresses common questions in connection with the referendum and projects. 

 

WHAT PROJECTS ARE INCLUDED IN THE REFERENDUM*?   

 

 For Catherine E. Doyle Elementary School: 
 Replacement of exterior glazing system and windows  

 Installation of new HVAC system in key areas 

 Replacement of boiler 

 Replacement of exterior doors and provide new access controls 

 Partial replacement of roof 

 

 For Wood-Ridge Junior-Senior High School*: 
 Installation of new HVAC system in classrooms, instructional spaces and gymnasium 

 Replacement of exterior glazing system and windows  

 Renovation of science labs 

 Replacement of exterior doors and provide new access controls  

 Replacement of gymnasium divider 

 Partial replacement of roof 

   

   

WHY ARE THE PROJECTS NECESSARY? 
 

Maintaining our school building for current and future use is a basic responsibility of the District.  

Facility updates are required to maintain schools in which learning and academic achievement can be 

fulfilled. Our students need a healthy, safe atmosphere for learning.  The Board of Education annually 

budgets for ongoing maintenance, however these projects are too costly to fund within a single year while 

working within the State mandated 2% budget cap. 

 
WHY ARE THE PROJECTS BEING PROPOSED NOW? 
 

 The district has a need to improve the energy efficiency in the school building in order to 

save costs and improve the educational conditions for students and staff. 

 

 The Board of Education applied for ten ROD (Regular Operating Districts) Grants; eight 

were awarded. 

 

 ROD Grants provide a district with 40% reimbursement on allowable costs for approved 

projects. 

 

 Current borrowing rates are very low. 

 

 By financing the projects the District will avoid costly “band-aid” fixes in future budgets. 

 

 

 



 

IS THE STATE PAYING FOR ANY OF THE PROJECTS? 
 

Yes.  The State has agreed to pay for 40% of the costs of the projects.  The State will be providing such 

funding through reimbursement for approved ROD Grants and through “debt service aid” for the non-

ROD Grants.  Accordingly, the State has agreed to pay 40% of the debt service on the bonds to be issued 

to finance the projects noted above (see “What Projects Are Included In The Referendum*?”) 

 

WHY IS THIS VOTE TAKING PLACE NOW? 
 

This State funding is only available if the voters approve the bond referendum on September 30, 2014.  

Continued efforts to maintain and operate the existing facilities are no longer cost-effective.  School 

environment is a major factor contributing to learning.  These upgrades will provide our students an 

efficient learning environment lending to academic gains. 

 

WHAT IS THE TOTAL CAPITAL COST OF THE PROJECT? 
 

The estimated total project cost is $13,819,913.  This number is an “all in” capital cost, including all 

construction and related costs, all architectural, engineering, legal, accounting and debt incurrence costs 

of issuance.  The State has committed to funding 40% of this amount through ROD Grants and Debt 

Service Aid if the referendum passes; the balance would be paid through local tax collection. 

 

 

WHEN WILL THE BOARD PRESENT THE PROPOSED PROJECTS TO THE VOTERS?  
 

The Board will present the proposed project to voters at a September 30, 2014 Special School Election.  

The polls will be open from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. All registered voters residing in Wood-Ridge are 

eligible to vote. 

 

WHAT IS A BOND REFERENDUM? 
 

A bond referendum is an election when a Board of Education seeks voter approval to undertake capital 

improvement projects to a school and to finance such projects through a long term loan (a bond). 

 

WHY DO WE NEED TO HAVE A BOND REFERENDUM? 
 

A bond referendum is the only way that a Board can borrow money to finance capital improvements over 

a long period of time. Otherwise, major improvements can only be done in very small increments over 

multiple budget cycles.  

 

WHY CAN’T THE DISTRICT INCLUDE THESE PROJECTS IN THE ANNUAL BUDGET? 
 

The annual school budget currently has a state mandated 2% budget cap on the local tax levy. Given this 

restraint it is very difficult to fit projects of this magnitude in an annual operating budget without 

compromising the excellent academic programs that our students deserve.  Certain building systems, such 

as the roofs, HVAC systems, boilers and windows, over time, just wear out regardless of continued 

annual maintenance.  Because there is a “cap” on how much the regular operating budget can increase 

each year, major, costly replacements can not be undertaken through the annual budget. 

 

Additionally, once installed, these major replacements will be long lasting and will benefit the community 

for many years to come.  The Board would like to borrow for such improvements and spread the cost of 

the improvements over the generations that will use it rather than have the taxpayers pay for it in one 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WHAT IS THE ANTICIPATED TIMELINE OF THE PROJECTS? 
 

With the passing of the referendum the projects will be implemented over a multi-year timeline with 

major projects addressed during the summer months to ensure that instruction and school operations are 

not impacted.  Anticipated completion of all projects is targeted for the end of the 2016 summer.  

 

WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION? 

 

Please check the district website for announcements of any gatherings and communications. 
 

Information regarding the projects may also be obtained by contacting Mr. Thomas Perez, Business 

Administrator, at tperez@wood-ridgeschools.org. 

 

 

*The grant applications and referendum identify Wood-Ridge High School and Gretta Ostrovsky Middle 

School as two facilities as required to match facility records.  The Wood-Ridge community recognizes 

“Wood-Ridge Junior-Senior High School” as the combined facilities of Wood-Ridge High School and 

Gretta Ostrovsky Middle School and is therefore noted in this public communication as Wood-Ridge 

Junior-Senior High School. 


